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The IMAGERY ANALYSIS SERVICE NOTES is a perioclic publication
of the DDI Imagery Analysis Service, the departmental FI organization of
CTA.

This publication highlights sigrnificant or timely intelligence items derived
trom photography.

‘The interpretations in this pubucation represent preliminary views which
are subject to modification m he light of further information and more
complete analysis.

WARNING

This document contains information affecting the national security of the
United States within the meaniny of the espionage laws U. & Code Title 18,
Sections 793, 794. The law prohibits its transmission or the reve-
lation of its contents in any manner to an unauthorized person, as well as
its use in any manner prejudicial to the safety or interest of the United
States or for the benefit of any toreign government to the detriment of the
United States. It is to be seen only by personnel especially indoctrinated
and authorized to receive information in the designated control channels.
Its security must be maintamed in accordance with regulations pertaining
to TALENT-KEYHOLE Contr )l System.
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NORTH VIETNAM/LACS

Extension of POL Pipeline and Inifial Observation of Its Use

25X1D As of late | |photographic evidence shows that North
VieTnam's pipeline system is probably being extended into neighboring
Laos.* Within North Vietnam the pipeline now extends as far south as
Bai Duc Thon, a fotal of at least 68 nautical mifes (nm), and pipeline
construction is in progress at two areas farther south toward Mu Gia
Pass (see Figure 1). One of these areas is located 7nm south of Bai
Duc Thon, a major logistics and convoy staging area for infiltration
movement toward lLaos and South Vietnam. The second area of consfruc-
Tion is noted 5 nm from the North Vietnam-tLaos border at 17-45N [05-47E&,

Across the border in Laos, construction activity consisting of an open
Trench and possible pipeline Traces is observed in The vicinity of
| 7-30N 105-40k, approximately |l nm south of tThe Mu Gia Pass. The open
trench (17-26N [05-39E) is at least 2 nm long and resembles the type
associated with pipeline construction in the North Vietnamese panhandie.
The possible pipeline tracings are observed intermittently in the area
of 17-32N 105-43E and extend a distance of 3 nm.

AT leasT part of the pipeline system was operational in mid-

25X1D | | A lack of interpretable photography over the east-
wesT pipeline between Vinh and the north-south portion precludes an
update on its status. However, late] [photography shows 25X1D

waterborne POL carriers pumping POL either infc the storage tanks

at fthe Vinh Petfroleum Products Storage Facility (PPS) or directly into
the pipeline. POL probably enters the pipeline system from waterborne
carriers at Vinh, rather than at the northern terminus of the system

which can be served only by truck. Photography since | | 25X1D
indicates that this northern terminus has been inactive. On mid-
25X1D | photography, POL trucks were observed in a refueling operation
at Lang Luyen PPS, the former southern terminus of the pipeline (see
Figure 2).

*Imagery Analysis Notes, 27 December 1968
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FIGURE 1. STATUS OF POL PIPELINE CONSTIUCTION IN NORTH VIETNAN-LAOS.'
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FIGURE 2. LANG LUYEN PETROLEUM PRODUCTS STORAGE FACILITY, NORTH VIETNAM,
| | 25X1D
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CHINA
Narrow Gauge Rail Line Construction in the North China Plain 25X1D
A major narrow gauge rail |ine has been identified under construc-—

tion in the wheat and Tobacco-rich plains of Honan Province.

[::::]KEYHOLE photography | | shows 55 nautical miles (nm)  25X1D

of serviceable narrow gauge ftrack extending from a rail fTransioading
facility at Hsu-chang, on the standard gauge Peking fo Hankow Rail Line,
eastward To Tai-kang. A 20 nm segment from Tai-kang south to Huai-yang

is sTill under construction. (See Figure 3.) A review of earlier pho-
tography reveals initial roadbed scarring as early as | | 25X1D
[ } 1T is not possible at this time to determine the
planned extent of the rail line.

Although there are several colder, narrow gauge, branch rail Iines

serving agricultural areas in the North China Plain, this is the first
narrow gauge |ine of this Type to be observed under construction in
recent years. With the exception of narrow gauge forestry lines in
Northeast China, branch rail lines and spurs have been constructed using
The national standard gauge. Despite the costs of transioading and the
need for separate narrow gauge rclling stock and maintenance facilities,
there are probably net economic advantages in building a narrow gauge
rail line in This particular situation.
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[mprpfﬁQ‘Chinese Fertilizer fJ:DJ;Eﬁﬁiﬁﬂ_aﬁgwlﬁﬁhﬂﬁ‘QSY

“hotographic analysis =f : represenftafive yroup of large fertiiizer

plants in China shows fthat, siics the withdrawal o- Soviet aid in the early
1960's, +*he Chinese have improsea both plant desigr and production vech-
nology in this industry. A gr:dual evolufion from soviet fo Chinese ptant
design is evident in six plant: begun prior tfo [:::]DuT not completed untii
atter These plants are substantially more compact in layout Than

fhosa completed with Soviet heip.

vidence of improved C-in:se technology has bezn noted in the nifric
scid, urea, and phosphate fert'| zer industries. #7 The Liu-chou and Kai-
feng fertilizer plants, absorb:rs for nitric acid p-oduction were instal led
in [:::]which are smaller aid -ewer in number than fthose at older piants,

but apparently more efficient. wo urea plants, ani possibly a Third, of
Chinese design were built in[____|whereas it was previously pelieved that
China had no urea production capability. Also in |a unigue new mixing
and blending building was consrructed at one of the urea planfts and at fwo
ather plants. Through use of 3 hopper system, thess buildings can apparenfiy
hlend various mixtures of u-ea, ammoniur sulfate, and ammonium nitrate.

I+ also appears that fre Jhinese are now capacle of producing higher
qual ity phosphate fertilize~s. Possible phospho~ic acid production facilities
were constructed at Chan-chiang in E:::] Such faciiities produce Triple super-
phosphate with a very high shcsphate content. 11 zddition, There is evidence
fhat since [::::hhe phosphate fertilizer pltant i1 Iai-yuan has been tfreating
superphosphate with armonia.
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